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1. Summary of the thesis:

The doctoral thesis "Development of private enterprises in the eastern coastal region of the Mekong Delta, a case study of Ben Tre province" was carried out with the goal of systematizing the theoretical and practical basis of private enterprise development. The thesis analyzed the situation of private enterprise development in the eastern coastal region of the Mekong Delta in general and Ben Tre in particular, in order to propose solutions to develop private enterprises in Ben Tre province and orient for the whole Mekong Delta region.

Through an overview of research on private enterprises, the author finds that the private sector is increasingly present in developing countries and its development plays an important role in achieving goals of economic growth and development (Soriano & Garrido, 2015). Private enterprise development is affected by many factors, such as issues of policies, information, administrative procedures, resources... However, there have not been many studies focusing on private enterprise development in Ben Tre province in particular and the estern coastal region of Mekong Delta in general.

Thesis defines "Private enterprise is an enterprise owned by an individual and is responsible with all his/her assets for all activities of the enterprise", "Private economy is an economic component based on on the system of private ownership of the means of production, with the labor of economic actors and wage workers, including: individual economy, small owner and private capitalist economy, operating in the form of individual business households and types of private enterprises”. To assess the factors affecting the development of private enterprises, the thesis focuses on the impact of macro factors such as: (1) Product consumption market (consumption market is one of the important conditions for enterprises to choose investment locations); (2) Local input resources (provincial labor resources, input materials, favorable land and climate resources, land costs); (3) The connection of production in value chain linkage (convenient to connect with large enterprises in the industry in the province, convenient to connect with large enterprises of the same industry in neighboring localities, convenient to connect with large enterprises in the same industry in localities throughout the country, connecting with enterprises in the industry is an important factor for businesses to operate); (4) Policies for the development of private enterprises (start-up policies; policies to develop key products; policies of land, taxes and fees; processes and costs of administrative procedures. ).
Regarding the situation of private enterprise development in Ben Tre province, the author finds that the development of private enterprises in Ben Tre has achieved certain achievements. Firstly, the number and size of private enterprises in Ben Tre province have improved markedly and are very encouraging. Secondly, the economic efficiency of private enterprises in Ben Tre province has had a positive change and gradually asserted its position as an important driving force in the economic development of the province. Regarding GDP growth, the private enterprise sector grew higher than the general growth rate of the province and the SOE sector. Compared with the state sector, the private enterprise sector still has more dynamic activities and tends to grow higher. In terms of contribution to GDP, the non-state economic sector including private enterprises, individual economy and collective economy has made an important contribution to economic growth, with the largest share of GDP compared to other economic sectors. economy of the province. Third, the development of private enterprises has contributed to solving many social problems, ensuring the socialist orientation of the local economy.

Besides the successes, the results of private enterprise development in the province in recent years also have certain limitations, shown as follows: Firstly, the development of the number of private enterprises in the province of Ben Tre is not meet the expected target as well as not commensurate with the economic potential of the province. Second, the instability in GDP growth of private enterprises. Thirdly, private enterprises lack the preparation of conditions to be able to actually operate after registration. Fourth, the absence of medium and large private enterprises, hindering the efficiency and productivity of production and business. Fifth, the level of informality of the private sector in Ben Tre province is very high. Sixth, labor productivity and TFP content in the development of private enterprises in Ben Tre are insignificant. Seventh, the efficiency of capital use is still low, the allocation of capital resources is inefficient. Eighth, the financial performance of private enterprises in Ben Tre province is not high. Ninth, the link between the components of the private economic sector is not tight. Within the private sector, the link between private enterprises within the province and outside the province; Domestic private enterprises and foreign-invested enterprises are very weak and have many limitations.
The new context has significant impacts on the development of the private sector. In which, Industry 4.0 associated with digital transformation, integration and international trade are intertwined with protectionism and climate change. This context creates many opportunities and challenges for the development of private enterprises in the eastern coastal region of the Mekong Delta in general and in Ben Tre province in particular. Stemming from the limitations and obstacles in the development of private enterprises in Ben Tre province as well as its causes, and on the basis of analyzing the advantages and disadvantages along with development contexts in the world, in the country and in the province in the coming time, the thesis proposes viewpoints, orientation groups and group of solutions to develop private enterprises in the eastern coastal region of the Mekong Delta in general and Ben Tre province in particular in the coming time. in the future, such as: i) Developing private enterprises in the eastern coastal region of the Mekong Delta in general and Ben Tre province in particular in a synchronous manner, consistent with the socio-economic development objectives in the province's socio-economic development master plan. to 2025 and a vision to 2030; ii) Strongly develop the private economy in the direction of gradually transforming large-scale individual business households into private enterprises, small-scale enterprises into large and medium-sized enterprises, linking enterprises of the province with domestic and foreign enterprises to build a number of large-scale enterprises with high competitiveness in the market; iii) Promote the application of scientific, technical and technological advances, especially information technology to production and business management; improve the quality of human resources; develop harmoniously, synchronously, modernize material and technical foundations; iv) Ensuring the effectiveness and efficiency of state management of private enterprises, promoting linkages between provinces in the region and the whole country to create conditions for market stabilization and environmental protection; v) To encourage the import of high technology, advanced technology and source technology on the basis of exploiting advantages from free trade agreements with countries with developed industries; vi) Developing the digital economy and focusing on regional connectivity
2. NEW FINDINGS OF THE THESIS
With a specialized approach to political economy, the thesis has built an analytical framework for the development of private enterprises. This analytical framework integrates 03 important components of private enterprise development including: (1) policy system; (2) development process evaluation criteria; (3) influencing factors. The new point of the thesis is mentioned in the aspect of promoting the development and entrepreneurship of private enterprises in the policy system for private enterprise development; spent a necessary amount of time to evaluate the social efficiency criteria of private enterprises, and at the same time provided the latest data on factors affecting the development of private enterprises in Ben Tre.

In addition, the thesis has raised some general issues to note in the development of private enterprises such as focusing on promoting the capacity factor of private enterprises; promote connection of localities to establish linkages between private enterprises of the sub-region; strengthen the preparation of technology capacity for the digital economy, digital transformation and cultural innovation in business administration. The limitations, causes of these limitations and general problems posed as above are important grounds for proposing solutions to develop private enterprises in Ben Tre in particular and the Mekong Delta FP sub-region in general in the new period. .
3. PRACTICAL APPLICABILITY OR FURTHER RESEARCH DIRECTIONS
Within the limitation of research capacity and resources, the thesis still reveals unresolved problems such as: (1) lack of a quantitative analysis in the form of an economic model to be able to accurately quantify the the impact of macro and micro factors on the development process of private enterprises in Ben Tre province; (2) has not yet developed a separate evaluation criteria framework for the local private enterprise development policy system, but only based on 10 component indicators of PCI. These issues may be further studied by the thesis author in the near future or may be done by other researchers.
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